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phone and telegraph and swift ships and trains had
withdrawn his power to act, A hundred years ago he
would have acted quickly and decisively on his own
initiative. The Empire was built by local action carried
through by men of spirit. Now he was tied to the
end of a telegraph wire and his orders were always
to wait and remain inactive, while he watched chances
slip away and disaster chase out victory.
In October 1920 I left Turkey on leave. Constanti-
nople was short-circuited. The military decisions rested
with the Greeks and the Turks. The peace decisions
lay between Paris, Athens and Angora. As the last
pawn in the hands of the Allies the city and area of
Constantinople was retained.
I travelled on the Orient Express and there I found
Mr. Ramsay MacDonald, Mr. Tom Shaw, Mrs. Philip
Snowden and a party of the leading Socialists from
France, Holland and Belgium.
They had just returned from Southern Russia after
a careful investigation into the results of the Russian
Revolution. They were openly depressed. The so-
called " Workers' Revolution," that had been acclaimed
as one of the successes of the Labour movement, had
proved a failure. It had been a vast experiment along
lines preached by the Socialists, and it had brought
nothing but black ruin. Without hesitation Mr. Ramsay
MacDonald and his friends pronounced Bolshevism to
be a failure. They were convinced that fire and sword
and the use of naked force were not the way to produce
a new and perfect social order. They were opposed
to " Force " in all its forms.